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From Hanover • October 2016 
The Fall Issue: Friends, Foliage, Fires (bonfires, that is)

Class of 1976
From Hanover • June 2015 • Spring…at last!

First spring: I traveled to Denver to visit Julia Miller 
Shepherd, fast friend since we met in front of the Ha-
nover Inn on the eve of freshman orientation. Julie is the 
founding principal partner of a creative and innovative 
school within the Denver Public School system: Creativ-
ity Challenge Community or C3. Julie merged her abid-
ing interest in and passion for the arts with her skills as 
an educator and administrator, to create C3, which was 
approved in 2011 and will be at capacity with the start of 
the 2015-16 school year.  Click here to visit the school’s 
website and learn more about Julie’s work!  

Second spring: my husband, Tom ’74, and I will cele-
brate our 40th wedding anniversary this July.  Ordinari-
ly, we don’t go for big celebrations, but this year we 
succumbed to advertising and the recommendations of 
trusted friends and embarked on a Danube River cruise.  
We made a pre-cruise visit to Prague, which reminded 
us quite a bit of Paris, though smaller and cleaner. Travel 
books talk about Prague’s myriad spires, but I was im-
pressed with all the clocks—everywhere. No excuse for 
being late in Prague!  Our return to Budapest  (we visited 
13 years ago on the advent of Tom’s 50th birthday) at the 
end of the cruise was remarkable: we felt as if we were 
visiting an old friend. And yet, much had changed in 
the interim. We visited with family friends there, which 
made the visit even more meaningful. 

Third spring: Winter held its grip on the Upper Valley 
until the end of April this year.  But May has been glori-
ous! I never cease to be amazed at the speed with which 
winter’s last vestiges disappear.  Seemingly overnight, 
buds and blooms on trees and flowers burst open; yards 
turn into rich carpets of green grass; and the air is filled 
with the scent of lilac—my all time favorite—and all the 
other fragrant bushes that spill out over the sidewalks. 
Seasons are good for the soul, and I really do marvel at 
the splendor and character of each and every one of them.  

Courtesy of the Dartmouth Coop 

This year, I experienced spring three times: in Denver—end of March/beginning of April; 
in Central Europe—mid- to late April; and right here in Hanover—May. Dear Classmates:

It’s fall, and all manner of images of “fall” are 
in my head: 
fallen leaves, free falls, fall behind (November 
6th this year), fall from grace, fall between 
the cracks, fallen friends, falling for you… 
I’m sure you can think of your own fall 
expressions. No matter the expression, it is 
most definitely

F-A-L-L  

 
 
 
 
 
 
[Class of ’76 News as on p. 2 of August Newsletter] 
 
Letter from the Class President 
 
[Editor’s Note: This letter will be sent to you by US mail.  It is reprinted 
here with permission.  

 revised Class of ’76 Constitution, both of which are posted on the Class of 
’76 Website.] 
 

What I had thought would be a shorter e-mail 
is turning out to be just as chock full as usual. Please read on for news about Homecoming 
Weekend (October 28 – 30) and our 40th Reunion—All In! (June 15 – 18, 2017).  There 
is also news about you, and a letter from class president, Andy Gettinger. Sadly, you will 
find notice of yet another classmate’s passing. I have only one entry to share from The 
Class of ’76 in 10 words or less CHALLENGE—it’s a good entry, but I’m sure there are 
other ideas out there.  So please don’t be shy and let me hear from you. I’ll repeat The 
Challenge at the end of the newsletter in the hope that you’ll read all the way to the end 

and try your hand at describing our 
class in 10 words or less for the next 
edition. 

Finally, I’ve slipped in a few images from 
my favorite fall Dartmouth event: The 
Telluride at Dartmouth Film Festival.  I 
wasn’t able to see all the flicks this year, 
but the four I saw were really good. If 
you do see any of the movies, let me 
know what you think.

Dartmouth First Year Trips Courtesy Dartmouth Flickr

Dartmouth 50 (mile) Hike Courtesy Dartmouth Flickr



judycsatari@gmail.com2

Letter from Class President

[Editor’s Note: This letter from Class President, Andy Gettinger, is also being sent to you through US mail. 
It is reprinted here with permission. Please Click here to view the model and proposed Class of ’76 Constitu-
tions.]

Dartmouth College HANOVER • NEW HAMPSHIRE • 03755-3590

Class of 1976
Dear Classmates:

I am writing today with news about the class, including proposed changes to our 
Class Constitution (see enclosed) and encouraging you to join us for Homecoming 
the weekend of October 28th-29th (once again Judy & Tom Csatari are hosting a pre-
game tailgate at their home at 4 Dana Road) and our 40th Reunion (All In) next June 
15th-18th.

The Constitution was last revised following our 30th reunion (continued thanks to 
Marty Doyle for that effort). In anticipation of our 40th reunion and consistent with 
the “best practices” espoused by the College, the Class of ’76 Executive Committee 
authorized a review this year. Two classmates (Steve Melikian and John Bauer) re-
viewed the existing Constitution and the College’s model class constitution, and 
one of them then prepared a draft that was presented to the Executive Committee.  
The draft was discussed on several Executive Committee conference calls, with re-
visions reflecting the discussion being made after each call.  The Executive Com-
mittee approved the revised Constitution on September 15, 2016.

Many of the changes to the Class Constitution are minor, and are intended to make 
governance more streamlined.  However, there are a few more significant changes.

•	 The first significant change is the creation of the position of Vice President - Commu-
nications.  The idea behind this position is to have one person coordinating all the 
various forms of communication that are sent to or are available to Class members, 
whether it is by mail, e-mail or over the Internet (such as via the Class of 1976 Face-
book page).  The hope is that having one Class Officer responsible for Class communi-
cations will help in both the quality and frequency and coordination of Class commu-
nications.

•	 Another change relates to the nominating process for Class Officers, and is intended 
to broaden outreach and recruitment of potential Class Officers.  The change is also 
intended to broaden outreach to Classmates who might want to get involved by being 
a member of the Executive  Committee without holding a specific office.  

•	 A third change is to have amounts remaining in our treasury upon the dissolution of 
our class be applied to the Class of 1976 Scholarship Fund rather than be distributed 
to the College for any exempt purpose it deems fit.

Andrew Gettinger
President

Stephen G. Melikian
Vice President

Sara Hunter
Secretary

Paul Kim Windrath
Treasurer

Judy Csatari
Newsletter Editor

Naomi Baline Kleinman
James T. Knight
Andrew H. Shaw
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Stefanie B. Valar
Planned Giving

Paul K. Windrath
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Cindy Shannon Antal
Caring Connections Chair

http://1976.dartmouth.org/s/1353/clubs-classes15/index.aspx?sid=1353&gid=325&pgid=10267
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Enclosed with this letter is the proposed new constitution. The current version & model constitution sup-
plied by alumni affairs are posted on the Class of ’76 website. We intend to discuss this at our upcoming 
class meeting, which will be held Saturday morning of Homecoming Weekend at 9:00 in the Winship Room 
on the second floor of Blunt Alumni Center (Alumni Affairs Offices). Following the class meeting we will 
seek the full input of the class via a vote using survey monkey. We know that not everyone has shared an 
e-mail address with the class or college. If you would like to participate feel free to send me a note (to my 
home address below) in favor or against the proposed revisions.

A number of us gathered in Hanover for the annual class officers’ weekend. Attending were Steve Melikian, 
Naomi Kleinman, Steffanie Valar, Sara Hunter, Cindy Shannon, myself and, of course, Martha Beattie. Thanks 
to Cindy & her husband, Jim Antal for hosting a mini-reunion afterwards at their beautiful Norwich home. 
Sara shared details of all of the preparations that she and her co-chairs have done so far in preparation for 
our reunion. Sixty-five classmates (and counting) have agreed to help make this reunion our most success-
ful ever. Sara and her team continue to welcome participation – expect to hear more from her in the coming 
months.

Warmly,

Andy

Andrew Gettinger
10 Low Road
Hanover, NH 03755
ag7679@mac.com
603-643-5576

Poem penned by the Class Secretary

[Editor’s Note: This poem was printed as our Class Column in the September/October issue of the Dart-
mouth Alumni Magazine.  It is reprinted here at the request of the author, Sara Hoagland Hunter, our class 
Secretary and one of our Reunion Chairs.]

A POEM FOR MY CLASSMATES: ODE TO JUNE 15-18, 2017!

Who knew co-chairing 41 could be a blast and so much fun?
When Martha Beattie star VP sighed longingly and looked at me,
I knew I had no other choice but to join up with Cathy Joyce
(Now Cathy Brennan), husband Jack, and Jim Beattie. No turning back!
We co-chairs chose a “Greet Elite” with open arms and hugs to meet
Each classmate who will join the throng as they return where they belong.
So every hour in our tent you’ll find a classmate heaven-sent 
To ask you how the heck you’ve been, pretend to know you, yank you in,
Make sure each name tag’s extra large. And here’s who we have put in charge:
Rich Nichols U.S. Soccer rep; Rich Horan still with hair and pep;

mailto:ag7679@mac.com
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Ann(e)s Upton, Johnson, and Fritz Hackett who traded in her tennis racket
Serving biz and Dartmouth College. Clam will come to share his knowledge.
Join Julie Miner, Julie Shepherd setting our attendance record,
Coming from the northwest coast, our Jamey Hampton helps us host.
Check out his dance troupe, Body Vox, and you will see the guy still rocks.
Bruce York and Eric Copenhaver will import Seattle flavor,
Joined by Jamie Bergford Parkins annoyingly free of wrinkle markin’s.
Paul Lazarus and Amanda Green will greet with drama. What a scene!
Tom Ruegger’s show The 7D, an animated hit Disney
Won’t keep him from our midst…Yippee! And lots of locals you will see:
There’s Mel Treadway and Mary Beach, Judy Csatari favorite teach.
Jeff Reed will run our shuttle vans and for you classmate football fans,
Our bear hug team includes a crew who may just gently tackle you.
Tom Parnon and our Reggie Williams will be there, our classmates thrillin’.
We’ve got Kipp Barker, maybe Kirk. Tom Souza will be hard at work
Insuring we are immature and laughing till we beg, “No more!”
Brad Agry, job coach, will bring grins. And two who’ve managed country inns
Will run our menu operation. Sorry, Dick Prentice, no vacation.
Dick owns the Chebeaque Island Inn. And Neil Van Dyke will help with din.
Although a Search and Rescue dude, Neil’s former inn served awesome food.
Joan Tyler Marable said yes. With her calm presence we’ll be blessed.
Good thing - since Seamus Hourihan and Mike Feasel will be on hand.
Kim Windrath will still cook the books. Our registrar is Lynne Brooks.
She’ll be helped out by Nick Aponte. While Charlie Thayer, our surgeon jaunty
Helps the huggers. And Art Howe, a fire safety expert now
May dowse our bonfire flames with water. Hope he doesn’t drench Gus Sauter. 
And to New England roots he’s spurned, John Haffenreffer will return!
And what reunion is complete without the Jetons, Nance and Pete?
On Sunday Cindy Shannon reads as Class Memorial she leads.
And lest you think that it’s too late for you to help out at this date,
Just try us! Email Cath, Marth, me. You’ll have a job as you will see!

[Editor’s Note:  Recent additions to those already enlisted for the “Greet 
Elite” include: Nancy and Bob Freidl, Todd Mosenthal, Tom Reinhart, and 
John Sherman. Please contact the Reunion Chairs—Sara Hoagland Hunter, 
Jack and Cathy Joyce Brennan and Jim and Martha Johnson Beattie—if 
you’d be willing to sign up to greet for an hour or join the planning team.] 
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HOMECOMING: October 28th – 29th, 2016

[Click here] to view a complete Dartmouth College 2016 Homecoming 
schedule.

Please come join the Class of ’76 for the events listed here as well as the 
many sporting, academic, and cultural events offered throughout the 
weekend.

Friday, October 28th

6:15 – 7:00  Gather on Crosby Street (in front of the main entrance 
to Memorial Stadium) for the Dartmouth Night Parade

7:30 – 8:00  Dartmouth Night Parade—Lebanon and Main Streets 
and around the Green

8:00  Dartmouth Night Ceremonies—Steps of Dartmouth 
Hall

8:30    Bonfire begins

Saturday, October 29th  

9:00 – 10:00  Class of ’76 Meeting
   Winship Room, 2nd Floor, Blunt Alumni Center

11:30 – 1:00  Class of ’76 Tailgate
   Tom and Judy Csatari (hosts)
   4 Dana Road (3 blocks from the stadium)

**All classmates and spouses, significant others, 
partners, etc. are welcome to join in the fun and 
celebration of the Tailgate.  Please let Judy know if 
you will be attending, by using the e-mail address 
located at the bottom of every page of this newsletter 
or by calling: 603.277.9648. Hope to see many of you 
at the Tailgate.

http://alumni.dartmouth.edu/dartmouth-homecoming
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Both Andy Gettinger and Martha Hennessey-Severson sent me articles about Rob Saltz-
man’s retirement from the LAPD Police Commission.
[Click here] for the LA Times article and [Click Here] for The Pride: The Los Angeles LGBT  
Newspaper article.
Congratulations to Rob on a job well done.

 
 
 
 
 
 
[Class of ’76 News as on p. 2 of August Newsletter] 
 
Letter from the Class President 
 
[Editor’s Note: This letter will be sent to you by US mail.  It is reprinted 
here with permission.  

 revised Class of ’76 Constitution, both of which are posted on the Class of 
’76 Website.] 
 

From Mark Friedman:

 My wife Katya and I are finishing our second year teaching in Yangon, Myanmar 
aka Rangoon, Burma.  We are moving on next year to teach elsewhere as 
environmental conditions here are overly challenging for us and for our ten-year-
old daughter, Mia.  Some examples include: open sewers, massive traffic jams, 
and running for your life to cross the road.  On the positive side, Myanmar is a 
very interesting place to be in terms of witnessing rapid economic development.  
Just a few years ago sim cards for mobile phones priced at hundreds of dollars.  
Now they can be purchased for $2 and everyone in the country seems to have a 
smartphone.  Also, being here we’ve been able to accomplish some area travel 
to Bangkok, Bali, Singapore, and Angkor Wat (Cambodia). 
 
There are some other Dartmouth grads here including our family doctor Dr. Christoph Gelsdorf ’95 and a 
cohort of Dartmouth alumni interviewers including myself as District Enrollment Director.  We interviewed 
a few applicants last year and hopefully this year an applicant from Myanmar will be accepted to attend 
Dartmouth.  Last year we had 19 applicants, but the College did not reflect any of the candidates.

 
 
 
 
 
 
[Class of ’76 News as on p. 2 of August Newsletter] 
 
Letter from the Class President 
 
[Editor’s Note: This letter will be sent to you by US mail.  It is reprinted 
here with permission.  

 revised Class of ’76 Constitution, both of which are posted on the Class of 
’76 Website.] 
 

From Rick Choate:

The years have passed all too quickly since I last saw you and Tom at Vanderbilt Law School. [Tom was a class of ’77 at 
Vanderbilt Law School while Rick was a class of ’79.]

My practice took me to several U.S. states, as well as Singapore and Australia, before I returned to central Illinois. I 
presently serve as the Corporate Counsel for a privately-held retail group, Rural King, and my wife and family have lived for 
the past 11 years in my hometown, Charleston, Illinois.

Our daughter Aden, who is a rising senior at Exeter, will apply early decision to Dartmouth, so we hope to have a lot to 
celebrate when we attend our class reunion next summer.

 
 
 
 
 
 
[Class of ’76 News as on p. 2 of August Newsletter] 
 
Letter from the Class President 
 
[Editor’s Note: This letter will be sent to you by US mail.  It is reprinted 
here with permission.  

 revised Class of ’76 Constitution, both of which are posted on the Class of 
’76 Website.] 
 

Spotlight on Y-O-U

Class of ’76 News

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-lapd-commission-robert-saltzman-20160801-snap-story.html
https://thepridela.com/2016/08/rob-saltzman-leaving-la-police-commission-nearly-decade-significant-service/
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From Jeff Long:

Hooked up with my old room mate Carl Cucco ’76 in Chicago. We have not seen each other since he 
left Dartmouth after our Junior Year to start med school. We are both still practicing and have no plans 
to quit. He is an Ob-Gyn and I am a Cardiologist.  I enjoy what I do. 

Jeff Long ‘76
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Class of ’76 News as on p. 2 of August Newsletter] 
 
Letter from the Class President 
 
[Editor’s Note: This letter will be sent to you by US mail.  It is reprinted 
here with permission.  

 revised Class of ’76 Constitution, both of which are posted on the Class of 
’76 Website.] 
 

From Michael Chiarella:

I continue to practice and practice at law here in NH.  We have added 5 
acres of new pasture and now look at the Lempster wind farm from our 
Springfield, NH farm.  Our farm boasts 8 ducks, 50 chickens, 5 horses 
and a Pembroke Welsh Corgi named “Polo.”  We, Susan and I, plan to 
travel to Banff, Alberta in February to a Dartmouth Lawyers’ Association 
meeting, hoping to also stay a few days at Lake Louise to enjoy Nordic 
and Alpine skiing at Kicking Horse and Lake Louise ski areas.
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Orwell in America

[Editor’s note: This piece caught my attention because not only does it feature classmate, Joe Sutton, and 
Dartmouth students engaged in an exciting, new learning venture; it also has personal significance for Tom 
and me.  On one of our many trips to Brooklyn to see our son, we met the woman who played the lead female 
protagonist—Orwell’s chaperone—when the play debuted and ran in White River Junction in 2014. It turns 
out that she was my son’s partner’s roommate!]

 

 
 
 

NORTHERN STAGE & DARTMOUTH COLLEGE 
INVITE YOU TO THE 

OFF-BROADWAY PREMIERE OF ORWELL IN AMERICA 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 15, 2016 

Join this exciting collaboration with a weekend of events in New York City. 
 

First seen at Northern Stage in NEW WORKS NOW 1.0 and later presented at Northern Stage as a 
world premiere production in 2015, Orwell in America, written by Dartmouth Senior Lecturer Joe Sutton 
‘76, continues its journey with a New York premiere at 59E59 Theaters opening on October 7th and 
running through October 30th. The show is directed by Avalon Professor of the Humanities Peter Hackett 
’75, assistant directed by Deby Guzman Buchness ’15 and stars Professor Jamie Horton and Broadway 
actress Jeanna de Waal (Kinky Boots, Wicked). The production is a centerpiece for the Northern 
Stage/Dartmouth College Experiential Term, a semester-long internship for Dartmouth students at 
Northern Stage supported generously by the Leslie Center for the Humanities and the Dartmouth Center 
for the Advancement of Learning. 
 

You are cordially invited to join in the events surrounding the New York debut of this critically acclaimed 
production. 
 

• A panel discussion moderated by Professor Peter Hackett (Orwell director) featuring Tony 
Award-winners, director Jerry Zaks ’67 and producer Richard Winkler. The discussion will center 
on the creation of new work for the American theater and the regional theater’s position in this 
development. October 15th, 3:30pm at the Yale/Dartmouth Club of NYC (free). 

• Dinner with director Peter Hackett, playwright Joe Sutton, and key Northern Stage staff.  
October 15th, 5:00pm at the Yale/Dartmouth Club ($105 per person). 

• Performance of Joe Sutton's Orwell in America, starring Northern Stage favorite Jamie Horton 
and Broadway's (Wicked, Kinky Boots) Jeanna De Waal.  October 15th, 7:30pm at 59E59 
Theaters ($35 per person). 

• A post-show reception with the cast and crew.  October 15th, approximately 9:30pm at 59E59 
Theaters (free). 

• A casual brunch and conversation with our company members and our Dartmouth/Northern 
Stage E-term class, supported by Dartmouth's Center for the Advancement of Learning. October 
16th, 10am at the Yale/Dartmouth Club of NYC ($35 per person).  

 
HOW DO I JOIN THE ADVENTURE?  
To register for any or all of the events above, simply go to:   https://goo.gl/forms/0UXbpAWjG5JzCjjD3 
 
A confirmation email listing event locations and start times and payment information will be sent to you upon 
submission of your registration form. 
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Unable to join us the weekend of October 15th?  

Orwell runs at 59E59 Theaters in New York City from October 7 – October 30, 2016. 
Learn more or purchase your tickets by going here: www.59e59.org/moreinfo.php?showid=263 

 
 

 
ABOUT NORTHERN STAGE  
Northern Stage is a regional non-profit LORT-D professional theater company with a mission to change lives, 
one story at a time. Located at the crossroads of New England -- the Upper Valley of the Connecticut River -- 
Northern Stage’s intimate theater, the Barrette Center for the Arts, sets the stage for actively involving its 
audiences with ambitious productions and expansive educational programs. Founded in 1997, Northern Stage 
has offered more than 115 high-quality, professional productions of new works, classics, and musicals. Our recent 
2015-16 Season, the first in our new home, saw attendance of more than 30,000 people.  
 
ABOUT THE PLAY AND NEW WORKS NOW 
First seen at Northern Stage’s inaugural New Works Now new play festival in 2014, Joe Sutton's Orwell in 
America received its world premiere production during Northern Stage’s 2014-15 Main Stage Season. Now, we 
are thrilled to bring this stunning play to a broader audience through the generosity of our donors and in 
collaboration with Dartmouth College and 59E59 Theaters. At Northern Stage, we believe new work is the life 
blood of the theater, and that it is our responsibility, as the major LORT regional theater in the states of 
Vermont and New Hampshire, to usher new plays onto the stage and to nurture audiences' thirst for daring and 
impactful theater. Northern Stage's New Works Now program invests in playwrights' process and their new 
plays through our annual New Works Now Festival held each January since 2014. From this festival, a play may 
be selected for a world-premiere production during a subsequent Main Stage season. With the Off-Broadway 
premiere of Joe Sutton's Orwell in America, we are thrilled to add a third tier of support for new work 
development: ushering new plays we have premiered onto the national and international stage.  
 
ABOUT THE E-TERM 
The Dartmouth Theater Department and Northern are presenting a groundbreaking Experiential (or “E”) Term 
for five exceptional Dartmouth Students in the Fall of 2016. 
 
The students will live with the Northern Stage Company, train for 15 weeks in all aspects of the professional 
theater, and take part in Northern Stage’s Off-Broadway premiere of Orwell in America, and our upcoming 
productions of Macbeth and A Christmas Carol.  The E-term Company will be mentored by the Producing 
Artistic Director Carol Dunne, who is also an award-winning Senior Lecturer in the Dartmouth College theater 
department, Professors Peter Hackett and Jamie Horton, in addition to Northern Stage’s professional company 
members.  
 
E-term students involved with Orwell in America will participate in rehearsals and performances in Hanover 
beginning early September 2016, travel to New York City to continue their work as part of the production team 
during the Off-Broadway run, and then return to Northern Stage in November to rehearse and perform as part 
of the cast of A Christmas Carol. The students’ E-term experience will conclude with the final performance of 
the holiday show. They will receive Equity points for their work at Northern Stage, positioning them for future 
entry into the professional actors’ union. 
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On September 26th, we learned that Judy Yablong had passed 
away unexpectedly at her home in Wilmette, IL.  Melanie 
Rencher Kaminetsky penned the following remembrance of 
our classmate.

It is surreal to be asked to share my memories of Judy Yablong 
(Judlo) who passed away unexpectedly September 26th, 2016, 
but I am grateful to do so.
 
Judy and I met Freshman year and became roommates for the 
following 3 years (and eventually I was her Maid of Honor). Judy 
inspired many of her friends. A jock in true Dartmouth tradition, 
Judy loved sports and had a healthy competitive spirit. She was 
undaunted by challenge; in fact she broke her back playing coed 
rugby. In recent years, Judy was a triathlete and a marathoner.
 
Judy taught me about the importance of religious observance. 
At Dartmouth, she attended High Holy day services, and always 
prayed on my behalf, which we both thought was perfectly fine. I was grateful, bemused and 
impressed, but... I subsequently found my own path to strong traditional observance.
 
Her unwavering and enthusiastic determination, and a hard-earned Math degree, served her well 
in life. I watched in awe as she was flown around the country, interviewing for spectacular positions 
our Senior year. I, on the other hand, baked and sold carrot cake on a Vermont mountaintop. 
Eventually I ended up in a business career, and Judy had shown me how.
 
 
The lights of Judy’s life were her two amazing sons, Eric and Craig, and her true north of 25 years, 
her husband Sam.  As Sam whispered to me last week, “Melanie, we were inseparable. She is 
my soul mate”.  Sam fulfilled Judy in every aspect, and he enabled Judy to be the devoted mother 
to her sons that she always desired, which in turn allowed them to develop into the brilliant, fine, 
(handsome) and successful young men that they are today.
 
Judy used her time wisely ... for family, for helping ANYONE in need, for her blossoming and hearty 
garden, and for Community service. Most notably, she was co-chair of the Chicago Israel Bonds 
Women’s Division, and then elected to the National Executive Board. As well, Judy contributed her 
time and energy to both Hadassah and AIPAC.  Judy and Sam were renovating Sam’s mother’s 
home in Jerusalem which they hoped to be able to use more frequently, a labor of love and a hope 
for the future.
 
Our bond remained strong throughout the years, even when our communication wasn’t constant. 
We were indelibly connected. In fact she flew down to Florida in July to be at our daughter’s 
wedding for TWO hours, just to participate, celebrate and be present. I was profoundly touched 
and honored. And now, of course, I will never forget it.
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It is heartening to hear the words used to describe Judy by our fellow classmates; “friendly, 
gracious, congenial, likable, inclusive, and embracing.”  And “I was always inspired by her vitality, 
beauty, sparkle, joy, friendliness, and warmth.”
 
Her beloved sister-in-law Naomi Ben-Attar Yablong wrote to me saying, “It’s grown more awful for 
me as I get some distance ... but I console myself with the thought that she died an extraordinarily 
happy and grateful person, knowing she was loved and appreciated by lots of people, and knowing 
she had met her responsibilities so outstandingly well. “ A fitting epitaph for a beautiful, loving, 
giving soul, taken from us way before her time. 

~ Melanie Renchner Kaminetsky

 
 
 
 
 
 
[Class of ’76 News as on p. 2 of August Newsletter] 
 
Letter from the Class President 
 
[Editor’s Note: This letter will be sent to you by US mail.  It is reprinted 
here with permission.  

 revised Class of ’76 Constitution, both of which are posted on the Class of 
’76 Website.] 
 

As Andy Gettinger mentioned in his letter to the class, several classmates travelled to Hanover at the end 
of September to attend the Class Officers Weekend hosted by the Alumni Affairs office.  Below are photos 
from the Friday evening dinner and from the mini-reunion hosted by Cindy Shannon.

Pictured from left to right are: Naomi Bline Kleinman and her husband Joel; Steve Melikian and his wife Sylvia; and Stephanie 
Valar and her husband Ed.
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Pictured from left to right are: Andy Gettinger, Cindy Shannon, Joel and Naomi Baline Kleinman, Steve and Sylvia Melikian.

Editor’s Final Words…

So that’s it for this edition of the Class of ’76 Newsletter. Thank you for sending me 
so many wonderful news pieces and photos. Please don’t stop! And, as promised, 
here is a repeat of the CHALLENGE.

What do you think of when you think of the Class of ’76! Do you think “pioneers”?
Do you think “the best”? Here’s the challenge.

In ten words or less, describe the Class of ’76!

Write a poem or make a list of descriptors! Write a sentence or two! I promise to 
print the descriptions in the newsletters leading up to our 40th Reunion.

The lone response to the CHALLENGE comes from Dave Shribman, who wrote: 

What to do is to be.

As always,

Judy Cs.


